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though it is not wise to-.agsyme that.
the case. Admitting,: hawever, thit;
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susceptibility of the patient tp séptic.troyble
by absorption. ' Yot

due to the absorption of chemical products
caused by the presence in the uterus of retained
placenta or decomposing clots.  If:this con-
dition is recognized. early, the removal of ‘the
cause ‘generdlly results in an “immediate
improvement of the condition-of the patient,
Should the progress of a patient towards
recovery fiot be absolutely satisfactory, a
medical practitioner should at once be called
in. Some medical men make it an invariable
rule if the temperature of a lying-in woman is
over 100° Fahr, two evenings in succession; to
order 'an intra-uterine douche, and the ad-
ministration. of this is often followed with the
best results, but the obstétric nurse must not
assume the responsibility of administering this
without direction. ::On the other hand if
living organisms once effect an entrance into
the blood they usually multiply and so produce
puerperal fever and pyzemia, which too.often
end fatally. These organisms may be intro-
duced by the obstetric nurse by want of care
in cleansing het hands before attending to a
lying-in woman, by- imperfectly cleansed in-
struments, such as a vaginal tube which has
been used for a septic case, of by infected
linen. Post-mortem poison, as -well as-that
of ‘scarlet fever and -erysipelas, appears to be
specially dangeious - to’ a lying-in woman:
An obstetric nurse must on no account lay
out a dead body, or expose herself to infection’
of any sort, and should she accidentally come
in contact with it she must at once cease all
visits to lying-in patients. : -
. The premonitory symptoms of puerperal
fever, if presenty are rise of temperature, tender-
ness. of “the abdomien -ovef ‘the uferus, -dnd

offensive .lochial discharge. . Sometimes the ..
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these .
organisms are presétit in the lochia it will be . .. .. ...
understood that any extensive laceration of .

the cervix, or of the perineurn, increases-the” 3.

A condition which so:mmich -
resembles puerperal fever, as to be indis- . .. ..
tinguishable from it, is the septic’ condition

"cledred an obstructed. 75
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BALLJONING A BABY. L
2. CASE is reported in an

N % MAerican contemporary which
1y . ..recalls the famous. sepestgivent
in the Hospital newspaper some
years ago, and which has  ever
i sitice beett a“‘%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ@l& FoREHH
- medicaland Fhursing!  cifeE
. We' refery; to [fhe sdeseription

Aty

. 243 ojven In our contemporary o
the.:gallant . feat of “a brave nurse” who
: \h@qt‘&ﬁ}r‘nyﬁ:’;‘ube ina
choking child by ¢ blowiﬂfpﬁ;’%gylenﬁy down
it! 1”7 Naturally enough, éur ‘contemporary
was net.awareof the. fesultdsiwhich Higuld
have followed to the poor victim if the heroigT
efforts narrated -had-evergtaler; %a'pé"“q i §h
‘Atherican case, a smafl‘ﬁt’%‘f"fnlég' éd‘{i%i y%hfé‘
pump into a baby’s-imojfth} 4dd forcibly
injected air. In a very.short space of time
the baby’s body became Enosmubly, distéhdeds
both chest and abdomenswelling to & great
size, and then the infint, 4t 8§56t surprising
to learn, became uncobséivisi The, Mty
however, arrived upon the scene before any
further injury was done, and the child
recovered, - Qur’ “contenpdraty; Mot un-
naturally, expresses the, hope ;thak gk;ﬁ;ﬁi%;}glg
boy was well blown-up iri-his"turns™ "~ *

o

es ‘of 't
States are much more closely controlled than
are similar undertakings, ,in. this. countny.
They are all under the supervision of a
Government Departmént¥dnd are cprnpelled(,
each year, to furnish detailed teports; and* to
submit to <close criticism of their financial

4o, ]

concetns; by *Govetiticdts afdifdil s B &

-consequence of this' 'Stite"control tetifat e

nIFY

statistics, which'are-publishedleath 5@8rf-aie

attack is apparently ushered in:sudderly, with - mostvaltiable-and trustwoithy, Two remark-

a rigor, about the third day, no premonitory
symptoms. having:  previously caused alarm.
It must be remembered that in any ease-in
which puerperal fever is suspected, hours-and

able facts have recently been elicited, from,

+these reports ' that  the‘averigt lifé, Both of

then anid'women in the United States, seems

to be growing appreciably longer. It is

even moments are of importance, and precioys,;.spossible-that there _miay " be other causes to

in securing medical adyice, and, proper, treat:

meptfor thegpatient: © Sl X voed
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éxplain, the gesult, but. it is only

in,,the but. it, i only.in-accard-
dncg Wit welliknowiifagts fhat as Anerican:
institutions become more established, and the’
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